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DULUTH AMERICAN INDIAN COMMISSION MEETING 
Monday, January 25, 2010 – 5:00 p.m. 

Mayor’s Reception Room 
Room 405, 4th Floor City Hall 

 
Members Present:  Donna Ennis; Warner Wirta; Joy Dorscher; Toni Dickenson; Renee 
Van Nett; Ron Boshey 
 
Excused Absence:  Bea Kitto; Michele Gordon; Ricky Defoe 
 
Unexcused Absence: Donna Bluebird 
 
Others present:  See sign-in sheets 
 
CALL TO ORDER, APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
Motion by Warner Wirta, seconded by Renee Van Nett to approve the agenda. The 
motion was approved. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 16, 2009 MEETING: 
 
Motion by Warner Wirta, seconded by Renee Van Nett, to approve the minutes of the 
November 16, 2009 meeting.  The motion was approved.  Joy Dorscher abstained 
because she was not at the meeting. 
 
COMMUNITY PUBLIC FORUM / OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
Jean Nelson, Candice Drift – adult mental health with severe persistent mental health – 
deserve to be free of harassment. 
 
Candice Drift client – brought documentation.  Client brought concerns.  Was stopped by 
police; they ran her name then put her against the car.  That happened more than once.  In 
October they were looking for her sister’s boyfriend, they had no warrant, made her mother 
throw up – they were being disrespectful. 
 
She was pulled over again at another time on Rice Lake Road.  There was one regularly 
dressed police officer and one in plain clothes and 4-6 others.  They came  
up with the taser and pulled her over because there was an air freshener hanging from  
the rear view mirror.  This caused a lot of stress for her family.  They didn’t feel they  
can be safe when encountering police. 
 
Candice provided a document to forward to the police chief.  Renee volunteered to work 
with Candice to bring this to the police chief.  Jeannie will go with them.  Candice was 
commended for her courage for bringing this issue to the DAIC.   
 
Wirta expressed his heartfelt sympathy to Candice that she had to go through these things, 
that it was sad that she needs to do that.  Candice expressed her gratitude. 
Wirta asked if there were any Native Americans hired in the police force.  There were two 
of ten hired with the last raid. 
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OLD BUSINESS:  
Juvenile Justice Reform Update – Melanie Ford – Donna Ennis goes there, too.  
Alternatives to Detention.   Split between North and South St. Louis County.   
Southern – Wednesday 3-4:30 p.m., Government Services Center, 7th Floor 
Northern – February 3rd at 5:00 p.m. at Northland Building 
Look at alternatives for youth in area vs. sending them to Arrowhead Juvenile Center 
(AJC).  There is a risk assessment used to see if they meet criteria at AJC.  Important to 
discuss alternatives other than AJC.   Service providers and others will be there.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Report from Nominations Committee/Election of Officers – Warner Wirta and 
Michele Gordon will be leaving the Commission in May. 
 
Co-Chair – Donna Ennis and Ricky DeFoe are interested, as are Ron Boshey and Renee 
Van Nett.  Secretary – Joy reluctantly said she would run for secretary. 
 
Will hold off on elections until we bring on the other new members.   
 
Review DAIC attendance, by-laws, new members – Any commissioner with three 
unexcused absences in a year could be asked to step down.  Those who wish to be new 
members need to fill out a form on the third floor at the Clerk’s Office.  New members will 
be appointed by the Mayor. 
 
Commissioners feel Bea Kitto being gone during the winter months is excessive.  She 
would be willing to step down; that may be a consideration for the future. 
 
Subcommittee chair assignments- Six sub-committees; 1) Environment, 
2) Education, 3) Child Welfare, 4) Housing, 5) Health, 6) Crime – 
Subcommittee Chair Assignments - 
Environment – Warner Wirta will stay on until he leaves in May. 
Housing – Ron Boshey 
Health – physical and mental - Michele Gordon will stay until May 
Crime - need someone to replace Tony LaDeaux.  This seems a natural area for Renee 
Van Nett and she will be happy to do that. 
Child Welfare – Donna Ennis will continue with that role.  She attends Juvenile Justice 
Reform 
Education Subcommittee Chair needed 
Civilian Review Board Task Force – Ricky DeFoe and Donna Ennis attend these 
meetings. 
Housing – The Mayor wants a standing member of the DAIC on the AICHO Board.  
Currently Toni Dickenson is on the AICHO Board. 
 
Set speakers for next meeting: 1) Environment, 2) Education, 3) Child Welfare - 
Discussion about possible speakers for next meeting. 
Environment – Warner has invited Nancy Schulte, Conservation Department of Fond du 
Lac. 
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Glenn Maxim – (speaker about two years ago) – what are the topics? 
Could have Nancy Nelson (Chair of Spirit Mountain Board and conservationist); and Willard 
Munger (business man that is conservationist, too). 
 
Poly-Met Mining – pollutant that they will create – Contact information – Nancy Shultze 
Sara Carlson – Offender Re-entry Program 
Steve O’Neil – about tax forfeit land 
 
Chair would need to contact Spirit Mountain Board members to attend.  
Warner thought they would need to be e-mailed through the DAIC. 
 
Ron Haglund will be present next month for dedia education. 
 
What about AICHO?  Do they need reminder, etc., to give status of Native Indian Center?  
She may have been here last week when the meeting had been wrong. 
 
Sara Carlson – SOAR - Offender Re-entry Program. They are looking for Native American 
Mentors 
 
Commission wants to meet with Bob Grytdahl of the Human Rights Commission and Rob 
Karwath of the Duluth News Tribune regarding racist rants on the newspaper blog.  Rob 
Karwath’s position was eliminated and Robin Washington will attend the February meeting 
to discuss the racist rants.  Bob Grytdahl was accidentally invited to the January meeting 
and as of that day the blog was discontinued the blog until further notice.  Joy Dorscher 
suggested that the DAIC say “thank you” for taking down the comment section.  Write a 
letter to him, perhaps to his boss, to acknowledge doing the right thing.  Could draft an 
editorial from the Commission and decide what/if to do at that time.  It was noted that Bob 
Grytdahl did thank him in an e-mail. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, UPCOMING EVENTS AND COMMENTS FROM COMMISSION 
MEMBERS: 

 
NEXT MEETING/DATE/LOCATION: 
February 22, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. (Note that the meeting will not be held on the 3rd Monday 
of the month because City Hall will be closed for the Presidents’ Day holiday on February 
15, 2010.) 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion by Donna Ennis, seconded by Joy Dorscher, to adjourn the meeting.   
The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 


